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The Story of His Life Written by

(somx 1. wenT.)

On Friday afternoon,Oct. 5th,1878,
two men walked into Pilot Grove,
Cooper County, on foot, coming from
the direction of Sedalia, on the railroad
track. One was a small man, respecta-
bly dressed, carrying a large and pecu-
liarly marked cane. The other was a
very tall man, rather shabhily attired.
They went intoa store and the small
man asked for

A GLASS OF BEER
They were told by the merchant that
be bad nothing but bottled beer, and
that they would have to buy a bottle
as he could not sell them a glass. The
smaller man replied that they only
wanted two glames, and they left the
store. From there they went to a
drug store and

THE SMALL MAN
asked Mr. Harris for something, that
be now forgets, but did not have.
After this the two men deparied-
going from Pilot Grove out into the
country in 8 northwesterly direction.

The pext that is heard of them that
evening, they went to a farm house,
about one and & quarter miles from
Pilot Grove, and asked for a drink of
water. Here, too, they inquired

THE ROAD 70 BOONVILLE
They were told that they had passed
the road that branches off to Boon-
ville. After they reached the gate
they parleyed a few moments, and one
of them pointing westwardly, they con-
tinued on their original course instead
of going back to the Booaville road.
About & mile and a half from this
point they went into an orchard of a
Mr. Kaley and gathered some apples.
Mrs. Kaley saw them, but as ber hus-
band was abeeat she was afraid to go
near them 1 order them away. After
filling their pockets with apples they
continued their course on the Briant’s
bottom road, until, at a distance of a
mile from Kaley’s orchard, they came
to

A SMALL DESERTED CABIN
built of logs. The cabin is in & corn-
field about one hundred feet from the
road, and owned by Cornelius Canine.
It bad a good roof, a fire-place, etc.,
and formed & very comfortable place

INE | Smith, Sheriff of Cooper county,
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to get the body into this, the lnnrder-l
er, bad crowded it with some force,
the knees.
Young Merideth was horror struck
and ran to the door and called to his
brother. The body was still limp and
warm, which showed that the murder
must bave been committed that
morning. .
THE WOUNDS
that caused the man's death were up-
on his forehead, which had evidently
been crushed with some heavy, jagged
) One deep reached
ight across the man’s forehead,
just above the eyes; another deep

was sufficient to produce
death.

then made, which resulted in finding
the instrument with which the mur-|
der was committed, carefully hidden |
in the fire-place and covered up with '
ashes. It was

A LARGE STONE,

with sharp uneven edges, covered with
blood. It weighed 38 pounds. Be-
yond this and three apples upon a shelf
over the fire-place, nothing was found.
A search of the field and surroundings
for the dead man’s hat, coat and boots
was made but they could not be found.
In an outhouse was found the bloody
ghirt of the murderer, which had evi-
dently been hurriedly torn off. It
baving rained the mght before, his
tracks were found out side the ecabin,
and traced in the road leading off in a
northerly direction.

An inquest was held and a verdict
rendered in accordance with the above

facts.
Neither of the men had been seen

could
fead to

his identity was
A ROUND GOLD BADGE

Upo
grape leat, and a spiral stem.
any - kind.

found
lapel of the man’s vest,
dently escaped the eye of the mur-
derer.

In the vest pocket of the deceased

was also found,
A BROKEN SILVER RIAG,

with a round gold sett upon the top.
Theset had been made of a gold dol-
lar, and the ring had been worn for
many years, as the face of theset had
been worn quite smooth, although the
contour of the bhead on the dollar
could plainly be perceived. The pan-
taloon pockets had been rifled, for they
were found turned inside out,
On his little finger there was a deep
indentation of where h‘i‘hz‘d worn =
ing for many years. ring must
l::'g' been a,very wide opne, as the
mark indicated. It was evident the
murderer had torn off this ring after
death, and must have been some time
about it, as it fitted tight.
THE MURDERED MAN

was apparently about twenty-five or
twenty-eight years of age, and five teet
six inches high. He would wu;'gh
about one hundred and forty pounds,
Dark complexion; dark hair,
short ; rather heavy black moustache,
with small imperial ; beard about one
week old ; eyes su to be dark
blue; full sett of large irregular teeth;
vaccination mark on left arm; scar on
right fore finger below the knuckle;
wide mark on little finger of right
hand; small-pox marks on face, peck
and body. He had on a8 new white
koit undershirt, white shirt, with linen
bosom, dark gray casimere pants,
striped casimere vest, and white cot-
ton socks. = O
THE MURDERER'S CLOTHES.

After committing the terrible deed
the murderer hizs clothes,
leaving behind him a striped cottonade
vest hanging. up behind the door of
the cabin. In the field was found a
white shirt with linen bosom, and a
pair of
ing twenty-two inches in the waist,
and thirty-five and three fourth itches
in the leg. They were covered with
blood.

About sun rise the murderer was
seen crossing the farm of Mr. William
murder.

: THE MURDERER.

From two ladies who live at the
bouse where the men stopped for a
drink of water, the reporter got a very
description of the murderer,
which is as follows: He iz full, if not
over, six feet in height; red or florid
complexion ; light hair cut short;
dreseed in a gray euit and wore a
smooth silk railroad cap the day pre-
vious to the murder. e beel of one
of his boot= or shoes is thought to be
run over. As he took the murdered
man’s coat and hat, he may be now
wearing tbe:ll. He has in hisd prosses-
gion, probably, the large wide ring
above referred to.

HIS ARREST.

About s week afterwards Capt.
and
bis Deputy, L. M. Williams, arrested
the prisoner, John I. West, at the coal

:l":::g the murderer. When he was
West asked the first thing :
“Are you going to arrest me for

Pilot Grove murder?” He then
that he never was in Pilot
t he dido't even know
here it was ; but afterwards acknowl-
edged that he had been in Pilot Grove
some time before.

OMINOUZ CIRCUMSTANCES.

He bad, when arrested, a wide silver
i It will be remembered that a

|

-

ed man bad a black silk cap. So had |short time the sheriff and his depaty'g;

gash was farther up on the left side of |
the forehead—either of these wounds |

foninnt | speech is slow and measured, and his

A careful search of the premises was l

before the day previous, and no one
recoguize the corpse. Upon his
the only clue that may possibly

or emblem, a little larger than a silver
uarter of a dollar, and about twice as
i n its face was a raised rep-

resentation of a bunch of grn‘;-s. a

here
was no date or inseription upon it uﬂ
It was tested and pro-
ﬂOl.lllMd pﬂl‘B gﬂld The emhlem Was | tonnd the body of the murdersd nsn on the farm

pioned underneath the right|
and had evi-|

cut |

gray cottonade pants, measur-

Gentry, nat far from the scene of the

mines on Friday evening. on suspicion |

the prisouer.
At the preliminary examination at

identified by a sumber of in-

' cluding the Indies at whose house they | jury- g

stopped to get a drink of water, as the
man who was traveling with the mur-
dered man the evening before.

JOIN 1. WEST

is young man, about twenty-four vears
of age, about five feet six inches in

height, and compac:ly built, When

|arrested be wore his dark bair cut
{close, and his face, which was of red or | a3 charged in the indictment.”

florid complexion, was destitute of
beard—a faint moustache only being
observable on his upper Lip. His

language shows that he has but a limit-
ed education.

He wore a dmrk coat and vest—a
well work and rather ragged pair of
pants ending inside of his boutlegs, into
which they werestuffed. On bis head
he wore a black cap of the mailroad
pattern. At first glance his features
would be sid to indicate but little
more than igoorance and an ordinary
disposition, but during an interview
with a Bazoo reporter u one or
two occasions there was a of the
eye that gave a very sinister appear-
ence to his expresson.

|

Westa Trial

Began in the Circuit Court, in Boon-
ville, on January, 29th, 1879, before
| Judge Geo. W. Miller. The jury em-
paneled, consisting of the following
gentlemen: J. L. O'Brien, W. C.
Scott, J. W. Wooldridge, —— Wait,
Denniz  Luby, Aug. Schennedy,
David Smith Jr.. Benj. Goodwin, Otto
Speeler, J. Henderson and R. W.
Whitlow.

Mr. James Johnson appeared for
the Suate, and Messrs. Cosgrove aund
Pendleton for the defendant. A
large audience was in attendance, and
much interest was manifested in the
case.

| THE TY=Tt 10NV,
J The first witpess called by Mr. Johnson,
cuting nttorney tor the Siate, wss Louis Meridith,
P whio bt duly sworn testified—1 hive 12 miles west
D of Boonvitle, where | pesided siee Otober, |
of a Mr. Canine lying under the floor of an wlid
eatun i the fi=ld. 1 eanaot tell exactly how the
Iwdy was Iving: | raesed up the plank of tee Rowrr
sl Founed 11 § imvmediately let itdown and Jeft; 1
ded pot remain there more than three seconds
D tlsaghiters; 1 was between 19and. 11 o'clock in the
mornme. 1 retarned about ay hour alterwands |
Mr. Jued evme back with mwe—Jdossph Jodd; |
walked mto the house and saw the strw Iving on
the Boiir g I saw Wlesond om thie straw ; | saw ahore
| somethinn 2 lovd besn dmgzged across the Soor, with
| straw sticking up throngh the enek= of the floor;
| 1 watked sround to the west end of the house
| ruised up the plank and saw the bady ; the oy
was removed Sanday evening, | lelieve; | discoy-
ered the leedy on Saturday morning: when |
returned 1 did wot put my hand on the body;
neither did 1 at any time; when | discovered the
body it hnd on n vest, puir of pants, socks amd a
fine shirt—wbite shirt ; he had nothang on his feet
bt the socks; there were wounds on the man ;
when [ retarned to the catun | saw that the fhes
was broken o with scmetlung : | think there was
& cut above the chin—a very severe one—looked us
though it had been broken in abeove the eyes also,
the pose wis mu=hed down across between the
eves, | alsofound a bottle there; there was three
red apples 1ving on the shell also a rock whieh |
fou i the fire-place covered upin the ashes;
looked lke 11 weighedd abwout dftesn prunds, and
wax a rotgh one (Rock shoan the witness). That
looks very much hke the rock. There was blood
on it when 1 found i, and Jooked ss though it had
Iately bueen placed there @ 1 discoversd tracks about
the door of the catun. They went out the north
1 door ; there are tao doers, ope on the north the
| other on the south side.  There was no window to
the house. [ did not nursne the tracks.

John Preston testifies—1 live i Lamine town-
ship; was in Pilot Grove on the dth of October; §
was sinking a cistern lor Mr. Gentry ; | saw the
body of the dead man at Pilot Grove about % or 10
o'clock Sunday morning : | dud not recognize the
body immediately us one | had ever seen before
but ded afteraneds [ went up to the Grove aut of
cunosity to see if | covld neognise the body ; the
disfigurement of 1t startled me and | dud not recog-
| mage 11 | rode warh them With (e oo where
| they were going to dress it ; [ Kept looking st ot
and still faled to recognize it. The shoulders
sewmied 10 as=ume the rounded shape like the man
1 had seen. then 1 thought | began to recogmae it ;
it 1t was ool self-satisfaction to me, and | was
notl positive at the time, but | thought if 1 could
fix hi« nose like i1 had been thea 1 conld deter-
mine ; ander the cirrumstaunces | could not swear
I positive ; | had =een him on Thurston's platiorm

about 4 or 5 o'clock ; | was waiting for the trun ;
| there was n younger man with him at the time;
| the prisoner there resembles the other man; they
: were there only abont five minutes ; the dead man
| hined om 2 sort of black frock cont at the time,
| apparent]ly about & size 100 small for him from the

way it was wrnnkled—drawn up on the shoulders ;
pants in his boots, dark pants ; | think hight hat,
am pot eertain about that | the man had on spufl-
colored cont ; black, shick cap; coat, of anything,
too large ; extra long lapels or skirts , overalls,
1 brown, looked itke they had been worn for some-
L time ;s 1 ihink he had on stogy boots, travel-worn
and red, there was no biscking on them ; check-
ered hwckory cane ; a little bandle under has arm ;

I thunk o was clothing : olean shaved ; defendant
{ wans the vounger of the two and hod & rosy face; |
| conversed with the prisoner some little ; the man
| that was Kiled passed nlong the platform where |
| was standing sod | got x glimpse of his faoe as he
| stood there ouly 8 moment looking bhehind the
| house ; ame back to shere | was and asked me of
| there was any =aloon i the town; about this time
| the other came -lrmium slowly as o he were
Ctired, 1 told thes young fellow there was no saloon
| i town that | knew of. Fioally he told me they
| were travel-worn and tred, and of he conld

something to drnk it would help lam.  After talk-
| mg about the chmnces of getting work. I tokd him
| there was a drmg store close by: they might do
! something for him there, towards cunng him of
the hendaclie, They both went over there. | did
nol s them say more unhl after the srrest,

Mr. Hartman testifies—1 livedl in Pilot Grove
township m October last; | saw the body of the
murdered man on the Sth of October; it was lying
{ 0 an old eabin on Mr.Canime’s farm ; | sappose it

was about 1 o'clock ; 1 sww it the pext day agun;
I saw the murdered man the day before, at the
Grove, between 10 and 12 o'clock. The first

that | saw him thegy was in the slore Mr.
Harris; the prisoner was with him ; went
over o the drug store, then back to Harris” agan.
1 had no conversation ; | did oot see defendant for
two or three weeks,

Cross examination—That was the first tme 1
ever saw them ; from Harris® store they crossed
the raiiroad ; | don’t know whether they crossed
above or lwlow the depot ; 1 am sure they crossed
the track ; they remained there shout ifteen min-
utes; they went northeast and crossed the mailroad
track ;: when they passed they were within about
fifty yards of me; | met them near the depot; |
swear that defendant is one of the men [ saw there;
they dud not stopto talk to me; I think the mur-
dered man had on dark coat, hat and gray pants ;
1 am sure his hat was bisck.

|

Mr. Cosgrove—I1 you did not notiee him closely
how did you know hiln when you saw him the next
dav by his hur?

Withess—1 noticed 3t was dark. He had 2 mas-
| tache and benrd alsont a week old. When | saw
! him next he was in the eabin on the foar covered
with blood and | did not recognmze him at onee.
You conld have intd your finzer in the gap m s
! face. 1t made the top part of the fce lower down.
| The cont =cimed light and was large enougl.  De-

fendant had a bondle ; 1 did not nolice s coat ; it
u:n n-:lhn white u-.-.b'l could not say what the
color of his vest was ; waAs carrying something .
I think be had & satchel under hns arm (prisoner);
1 could not tell whether he was aller; dark coat
and black hat,
Fenton Mitzel sworn—1 live close to Pilot Grove,
} northeast. 1 lived there in October last, saw the
| body of the murdered man about the ifth or sixth
| of Ovtober; it was on Sunday, at Pilot Grove; |
it

west on the road to Sulphur
of Oetoter abont 4§ o'clock on
log eating, | think | saw the man afterwards; |
think that was the man. o

Cross examination—Mr. Cosgroyve.—Iid you
have auy conversation with him.

Ans.—Idid not speak to them; 1 saw them sit-
ting thers as | went along ; eould not say which
was the taliest; one had on a cap, the othera hat ;
I wonld ot swear that this man was one of them.

Mr. Joha=on—Wiil you swear this is the man lo
the best of vour bel

o o 1o by defendant’s counsel).

Judge Miller—State what you helieve.

Witne=s—I do belweve he was there.

Mre. Mitzel testifies—I live 15 miles
Boonville: on the 4th of October [ wan
Caton's, 23¢ miles from Piiot Grove—north, on
road to Ridge Praine, about one mi
Wm. Kaleys: he lives about one
I saw two men Mr.Caton’s while |
about 3 or 4 o'clock in the evening ; they
there to get a drink of water; | had
tion with them ; | was close

i
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appeared
tenance of the latter en
Pilot Grove, West was thoroughly |i

e s . h him with the Qﬂ:_hﬂlhh
prsaner, coun-| make his escape with his keys
: calm and The Sheriff, a«~istes Pl.n_vlht(lis_v Mar-
ve. Upon the of the ghal, went into the jail and found West
court the sheriff at once repsired 1o the ' outside of his cell. ioto which he was
2 the i '-‘m-m ‘quickly re installed.

N g - ANOTHER ATTEMPT. .
"",','5"‘&"“" m-m&r Oan Tuesday, May 6, it was discover- |
8 S S IO R Lhe Judes. ter| 3 that West had again cut the bars |
passed it to the clerk, amidst & most

|

solem oppressive sti ' of the cage, and that everything was |
clerk ::f:‘i.hd the - m.l:mar:'in readiness for another attempt, Lut

clear, distinet voice: “We, the ju ',l‘lill it was discoveral just in time to
find the defendant guilty of llllln'{rr{u frustrate his dearest hopes.

the fimt , in manner and form

- B ctme The |
s iy R - :‘eﬂ';;l_'.?';.';j itle iron door through which the foo
common impulse "9',7 eye sought the of the prisoners is passed.  Asthe ,i
prisoner’s countenance, calm and im- *** engaged i eonversation he restec
movable as a rock, his features be- | his hands on the bars above the door,

had entered the juil, and stood talking |
to West outside the cage. in

about anythi

|nmrln.-|l..tl work the last days

It appears the nephew of the Sherift |

fmnl.oll:
beﬁludl

rather it bad been me for I didn’t study
but if I told it I would
get killed avd I was atraid of any one s
weut to work and bad it in my bead 1o

of my lile. Waal right, or mot ? fur
he wanted to kill me because | would
not help kill some ove in Boonville, |
and we had a split, and he started up )
to me before 1 him. : r
But if it had been me, it would be < - 4 |
better. Joux 1. Weer, ' l

ANOTHER CONFESON.
The fullowing enufestion he handed

10 & Bazoo reporter on May 8:
LApies AXD GETLEMEN : The Jast
eonfession of West, and | shull be un-
able to tell, and the readers ol this pa
per may say that this is untrue, and
many may say because I have toll lies

traved no token of the tomultvous

and felt them give to his pressure. A

about my case, that [ have told a lie

emction which must have filled his | little closer examination Jdisclosed the

breast. j ischarged | fact that West had been up to his old
primuerm o '::.! jf.] the u"o‘:; tricks, and the Sherifl was informed ot
vacated the room, and lhi.rty minutes | the fact. A rritic':'l in.c;n-ctfmn -;l' :.l;e

jot. wheve  cage was made, aud it was found that
l:‘:ree.k";:z m'm;.d m.f“,.::r,zl be had cut the bolts of one of the bars

interest exciteme | above the door, so that it eould be
R - ok :sbm'al up, leaving a space, with a little
Sentenced to Death.

| bending of the burs on each side, Inrge

On Saturday a motion for a pew |enough for 8 man to pass through.
trial was argued by Mr. Cosgrove, but |
it was overruled by Judge Miller, and |
West was sentenced to be hung on
March 28th.

The case was taken to the Supreme
Court upon writ of error, and on
March 15 a su was granted
staying his execution till Friday, May
16, and setting the third Monday in
April for a hearing of the case. The
following is a verbatim copy of the
orders of the courts and

THE DEATH WARRANT.

COOPER COUNTY CIRCUIT Cul'RT,
Siate of Missouri)

West’s First Confession
Was made on Thursday, May 1, and
published in the Bounville Advertiser,
as follows :

I swear to the truth and nothing
but the truth: Sir Mr. —The
truth is better than a lie. When |
1!0[! home I left with Gus Wond, the
day the sun was in eclipse. Bath of
us went to Green Ridge; then took
the train for Texas. We went as fan
'as Parsons, Kansas; There we left
the . K. & T. R R. andd went on
the L. L. & G. R. R.—went to Kan-

. ity ; “Kunobs"
e  Siteste Gem . sas City ; on arvund to the

John 1. West. ) : ( Knobnoste

Now at this day comes as well the prosecuting anonte; there he left me, then 1

s . Who prosecutes fo i e-hall of the .
:ut:b:{ t;r d-'-'frudnm n h;‘::nm per pn:au. wenttothe C. & A. R R. 1w work;
ht days [ left there and start-

e
as well as by his sitorney, aod t&- sald parties 1
: now here file aMdavits m -arpuﬂ of and n'ph-t after iy gy .

the moticn heretofore filed hm. the M.a.‘ ot for s | ed for [llinois where my father lived.
new tnal i the cause, w sail motion for s It T .
new trinl was filed on the Gih day of }‘.}.m,.r,-.il came (o "Ilghe.*ﬂ"t'. Pettis Co,,
1879, and said motion commg on 1o be heant, sl | where a man was, and as | eame wp

sl amed singular the premises being seen, sod by | s ==
the court here fully understood, the same i« now 10 where he wase sitting down on the

bere by the it overruled, and i re- 1
o e g i e & 8 | latform, | passcd the time of day o
e com-

Whereupon it is forthwih deman’ed of Iln-Ihim and so dii he 1o me.
detendant if he hath or knoweth anythir g to say | ne 1 to talk and he asked me where

why jadgment and sentence should not be pro 1 toli bi
nounced apuost lum, aod the: conurt onght not to | 1 i . o
ot ought ot 1o | | was going, alwo my title; 1 him

proceed to § asainst ~ ak i = .

further saith, llnh-:ia- b bwefore hath sad. It a-|lhll I was going o Himeis, my title

therefore coasidered by the conrt that a judgment | 1" -

in arcordanes with the vendict of the ey, herelo- : was J"_hn l‘ “ i:!ll.. I',h.'" he "‘kl 'l('

fore entered at the present term of this conrt, to- | wRaE going to Hlinois himself an:d [ was
" I . e = ry A T " »

wit, on the 3 day of Febroary, I8 = rhmrlw'r Ell‘l to have his l\illilﬂ"." on the wavy.

in the first degree, be amnd the same is berein

retpdered agninst the said defondant ; whereugpon | p T t Huohes
1t 1= ordered and considered by the conm that lhl-.-'r,lm I was gmnz !“ s it
ward defendant be taken by the shentt to the | ville—he thought it not worth while

Cooper comy jail, trom whence be came, therein | e 1 %
& rc'-mam rtnl:llFrvm\‘. the 28th day of Mareh, A | to “"p' a"‘l he had no time (o '"P'

D, 189, and from thence 1o be laken by said | N, we went on and eame to ‘i-nrgp

sherf? to the place of e xecution, which b at -
sih nmml":.em..m wid 29th day of March. | town and went to barking saw logs. I

I5TS, witlun the county of Conper, and State of » n we
Missonun, as the said shenf! ol said connty may dou’t know ,‘he e "f. the ma
demignate, and there to be hanged by the neck | worked for just now. We then came

until be les dead ; and therestore he is committed | . .
16 the crustondy of 1he sheril of the ceanty staresasd, | 10 Sedalia and l!v and [ got parted and
rted until near noon, when |
L ]

State of Missoun, l_‘- | Was
1 y
1. H. A. Hutchinson, clerk of the cirenit court | Started out of town. Wihen 1 came

Connty of Coey
within and for said county, do hereby cornify that | H it
vy o gegong, g o Bt b Ry jout about a mile, he was sitting uneler
script of the judgment, as fully as the sam= ap- | the shade of a bush in a fenee corner.
ears of record fu my uffice, in the forezun2 | [ asked him his name which he would
Witness my Eand and official seal, st _ofiee in ' not tell me for some time,and then he
the eity of Boonville, this the Tth day of May, 1575, | - 5 A
e ' Hermisarn, Cork. | <aid his name was Frank, and his

. H. A. Hovemisson, Clerk. |
SUPREME COURT OF MISSOUKI | other name I can’t think of at present.
Tn the Supreme Court of Missoui, (htober He told me that he changed his name
:;l":n(‘\i:--onn.] Iwfendant in error. as o!len as once & ll:lﬂl‘lll! and asked
ts. Error te Cooper Crremt Court. | me if I ever changed mine. 1 told
Sl 3 What. him I never did, which is a faet for |

) Plaintift i error.
never did change my pame, for it was

State of Missouri) D dendant in error.

s, - Error to Cosper Circnit Coart,
John 1. West. ) Piaintiff in error.
Now at thie day come the parties aforessid, by
their res ive attormeys, and the court here now
being =u tly adv sed of andd concerning the
ise=, do consider and adjndge that the judg-
ment aloresaid, by the said Cooper cireait court
rendered, be in all things afirmed, and stand in
full force and «fhet, and 1t is further considersd
and adjudged by the court, that said defendsnt n
error recover against the said plamt:fl in error i1«
costs and charges hercin expended, and have
therefor execution. And it 1 stll turnther con-
sidered and adjudged by the court that the jndg-
ment and sentence of the said ciremit eourt of
Cooper county, passed upon the said John West,
the plaintifl in error herein, on the Sth day of

DEATH WARRANT.
State of Missouri, ].
..
County of Cooper.)

The State <@ Missouri to the Sherifl of
Cooper County, ]

Whereas, at the January term, 1879, of

the circuit court of Cooper county, Mis-

i ¥ ot Fi Iy,

1579, in the cases of the State of Missoun

John West, deferdant, indicted

for murder in the first degree, a verdict of
Guilty in manner and form

detment

3T e oy o e ol leben i ceve
s e Y, Jeslin A e, Y is -
tion it s oniered by the court that the execation | y own name and [ had po right to
;(t’:m:n-rmmﬂgi upon the waid John 1. change it and never will so long as
e 173, thereot. e ctagead fromn the Sh day of | Jife lasts. We passed on through some
March, A D 1979, to the ”;ﬂh;hy of May. 15 | towns and the town beyond Pilot
ranse be st for hearing on the firet day of the | Grove—he wanted to rob s store there
ke 1 - s e~ and [ wouldnt do it, and in fact we
I Henry W. Ewing, clerk of the suprome court | pretty near parted there. We came
T 6 B S T e ll to Pilot Grove, he_had me do the
Gay of Nareh. 1573, stoyimg the execeion of i | SANNE for be coukd net look at & mas.
sentence and_ jodgment of the --}m‘;.;:::lle dido’t say he couldn’t Jook at a
court, n ahove ents eause, rom i 1
g e 5, 5t v e A, bt 1 emnld e e oad T
hand and afized the seal of sabd court. Dove ot | 40Dt want to get it. Tgut ‘s bottle
AT [0 ehikey i and Ptk vet o
By Cuas. . Gesvuen, 0. C. | from there and when we went on
| there we stopped in a log house and
 got from a stable some hay and straw
|to make a bed to sleep on. I took
about three drams out of the buttle
and told Frank that I didn’t want any
more,and he kept on uatil I got drunk;
and Frank didn't get as drunk as I
'did, for [ wasn’t used to drink very
' much at a time or very often.

Well said Frank—John I want us
to get to Boouville to-morrow— Well,
said I, can’t we get further than there?

e e e st e T s T

Lb.'::':, .'.:‘:;3‘?3.."’...;'; -!h:;"ls": e w""!in Boonwille? I told bim I had, and

St ot :!;-::‘:‘; ! s, about the town. We went to sleep at

i e e e A e T o B

_lna :u::'oo- -4 . =u e | B & ure. woxe

e .1&- .nnu"ﬁﬁ:‘ :2;-::::".5 had a fire. We had a smoke—

ol seal. . ) CUUHL A, Hevemsos, Gerke. | Frank had a large stick what he used
jor a walking stick. He thought we
could make a raise easy and not have
to work for it, and | wanted to know
how we could get it. Well if you go
to Boonville with me to-morrow, we
will look around there and see where
some one lives that has some signs of
a man that has a good deal of money.
Would it suit you? he said to me.
That wouldn’t do us any to see
where he lived, I smid, he would not
giveit tous. Well, said Frank, we
will break his neck and take the money
from him, I told'him Fraok, you
can do it, if vou want to. 1 was sit-
ting Jdown and Frank was laying
down.

Well, Jobn, Frank said, you can
watch for me and I willdo it. No I
won't walch for you, you would kill
him and then take his money and
leave his children and his wife to suf-
fer for —that won't pay—then
Frank me that I shouldu’t go with
him any farther. I told him that I
didn't care for that—he told me that

I l:ﬂ'ﬁl which onder s filed in my
office, a acopy of the same is herelo
attached: and whereas, afterwards,
sasd su court dud at its Apni term,
1578, affrm the maid judgment and sen-
tence of said circoit court, and issne its

that the sherifl of Cooper county,
r, procesd 1o execate said sen-
on the 16th day of May, 1879 ; a co
whaeh mandate i» hereto at
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part
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r) eight miles west of

in this, and as | believe that, I won't
ask you to believe we. In the firm
place, ] left home with Gus Wood.
and as I dou’t thisk it right w say
anvthing about Gus, | wont. When 1
left home I hid ne more idea ol deing
anything that was wrong in the least,
but it would comse 10 me often that it
| would steal a horse and get away
with it and sell it, I would have mon
ev enough to start me peddling, bur
hefore 1 would du it I would feel as it
[ was doing wroug, and then | would
stop and think that I would go to work.
| will giveto all youug men a warn-
ing, if they will take it. Young
man, for God’s ke and your own
sake take it. Never take my step in
the way of living. | bave torg-
ed notes of from 8375 to 815.50—
only three notes in all. | eommenced
by counterfeiting tickets for a dance.
the tickeis only had O. K. which was
in large letters, and then I got w Jo-
ing things Inrger, but I never stole
very much money. The amount is
only about 835 is about all | ever stole
and about 827 of that was by forged
notes, then I have stolen other things
that was not mine and [ should not
have done it, but [ never seen it till
it was to late. Young man think of
that. anedl shun it. You way think
that I have no right to give you al-
vice but I bave had the rizht of it
And yet | stanel gailty and may it
warn you all. That coufession I did
make was more of it true than you
think it was, and that is what | wam
to say to you. [If you want o believe |
it, all right, if not it 12 sll the same to |
me, but it is a s=el moral faet that all
[ stated was true but that of the
killing of that man. He did not |
wake when [ killal bhim. Wha
did I -do it tor? It was jus
meannews and the devil that was in
me. He was asleep when 1 killed
him. Coming to Bwonville was true.
In this way Frank and I was both go- |
ing to Boouville. Frank was guing
to kill some one and I was guing 10
help him, but my head turned and |1
kilﬁd him. We was up and talking
just a few misutes betore.  llis name
i+ just what | said it was, at least what
he told me it was, and any other |
never heard in rezard to Li< pame.

The above i« the facts of the case
No other name [ never hearl. It
don’t look as if it is true, hat it is, and
if [ knew any other I would tell it,
but I don't.

NICHOLS, SHEPARD & CO,

Battle Creek, Mich,
ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE
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Mrs. West Interviewed. .
Ouo Thursday night Mrs. West ar-|
rived in Sedalia, from Lamonte, and
t un at the Garrison House. Friday
y 9, a Bazoo reporter wns dis-
to interview her, and found
rs. West in the Jadiew’ room alome.
She is quite voung, has rather a pleas-
ing countenance, and was plainly,
though neatly dressed. She expressed
a perfect willingness to answer ques-
tions, and firet one was:
“How long have you known West?”
Mrs. W.—1I have known him nearly
all my life. His fulks snd mine were
neighbors, and we lived three miles
from Warsaw, in Benton county.
R —How ling since youn were mar-
s
ra. W.—Two years ago last April.
But for four or five years pn'ioc':'to
marrying I had not seen bim, as he
bad moved to Illinvis.
R.—What did he do for a livelihood?
Mrs. W.—He worked as a hired
man on a farm.
R.—How long did you live in Ben-
ton county after you were married?
Mrs. R —Ouly three or four days,
and then we went to Dresden, where
West worked on Wilson's farm for a
couple of months. After that we went
to Lamonte. where West kept an ice-
cream saloon.
R. —When did be leave you?
Mrs. W.—He left on the 30th of
last July.
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R.—Did he have any quarrel with
you or any cause to leave

Mrs. W.—No; for about two weeks
before he left he was very quirrelsome,
but he never atruck or abused me.
He weat off one morning withoat say-
ing anything, and I have not seen bim
since. I never knew where bhe was
until he was arrested for murder.

R,—Was he industrious?

Mrs. W.—Just tolerahle.

R.—Where is your child?

Mrs. W.—There it nEnua‘ tos
sofa in the other end of m!
_The reporter looked in the
tion indicated, and saw s tiny bat pret-

face ing out from = bundle of

wis, 'iz its wide open, and
apparently much interested in its sur-
roundings.

R —How old is it?

Mre. W.—It wae horn on the 15th
It's a boy.

DEAN & MOREY

Real Estate, Abstract and Loan Offic

Title to all Real Estate in

my Abstract of
written to date, | am
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